Germ line configuration of the BCL-2 major breakpoint region in hyperplastic lymph nodes.
The configuration of the BCL-2 major breakpoint region was analyzed by Southern blot hybridization and polymerase chain reaction amplification in DNA derived from 44 benign hyperplastic lymph nodes with follicular overgrowth. None of the cases exhibited translocation of the BCL-2 gene at the major breakpoint region of chromosome 18. The potential usefulness of molecular genetic detection of BCL-2 translocation in the differential diagnosis between hyperplastic lymph nodes and lymphomas is suggested.